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THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 

Proposed Constitution of the American Association of Teachers 
of Spanish, as submitted by the Committee on Constitution, of which 
Professor Ventura Fuentes is chairman, to be voted on at the first 
annual meeting of the Association to be held in New York, Decem- 
ber 29, 191 7. 



Article I. Name. 
The name of this Association shall be The American Associa- 
tion of Teachers of Spanish. 

Article II. Purpose. 
The purpose of this Association shall be the advancement of the 
study of the Spanish Language and Literature through the promo- 
tion of friendly relations among its members; through the publi- 
cation of articles and the results of investigation by members, or 
others ; through the presentation and discussion of papers at annual 
meetings; and through such other means as may tend to promote 
the efficiency of its members as teachers of Spanish. 

Article III. Membership. 

1. The membership of this Association shall be composed of 
two classes : active and honorary. 

2. Active membership shall be open to all teachers of Spanish 
and to all those interested in the teaching of Spanish. 

3. Any teacher of Spanish or any one interested in the teach- 
ing of Spanish may be eligible to honorary membership in the 
Association ; and if elected shall enjoy all the privileges of member- 
ship except the right to vote. 

Article IV. Officers. 

1. The officers of this Association shall be a President, 
three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary-Treasurer, and an Executive 
Council consisting of these five officers and four other members. 

2. The term of these officers shall be one year, except the 
Secretary-Treasurer, who shall hold office for two years. 

3. Elections shall be held at each annual meeting, and all 
officers shall be elected by a majority vote. 
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4. Vacancies occurring between two annual meetings shall be 
filled by action of the Executive Council. 

Article V. Duties of Officers. 

The President, Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer shall 
perform the usual duties of such officers. 

The Executive Council shall perform the duties hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Article VI. Election of Members. 

Nominations for membership shall be made to the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Association by any member. 

All persons receiving the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
Executive Council shall become members of the Association upon 
payment of the annual dues. 

Article VII. The Executive Council. 

1. The President shall act as Chairman of the Executive 
Council. 

2. The Council shall make all arrangements for the annual 
meeting, and shall send a copy of the program at least one month 
in advance to every member of the Association. 

3. The Council may appoint committees to investigate and 
report upon subjects germane to the purposes of the Association. 

Article VIII. Dues. 

1. Each Active Member shall pay two dollars to the Secretary- 
Treasurer as annual dues, and no member who is in default shall 
be qualified to exercise any privilege of membership. 

2. Any person who is in arrears more than one year may be 
dropped from the rolls. 

3. Honorary Members shall be exempt from the payment of dues. 

4. Any member, or any person eligible to membership, may be- 
come a life member by a single payment of 25 dollars. 

5. All dues shall include an annual subscription to Hispanic, the 
quarterly journal published by the Association. 

Article IX. Official Organ of the Association. 

1. The official publication of this Association shall be known 
as Hispania, and it shall appear quarterly. 

2. The Editorial Staff of this publication shall be appointed by 
the President, and shall consist of the following: An Editor, two 
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Consulting Editors, nine Associate Editors, and an Advertising 
Manager. 

3. These shall hold office for five years, except the Associate 
Editors, who shall be appointed as follows: The first year the 
President shall appoint three Associate Editors for a term of one 
year, three for two years, and three for three years. Thereafter, 
the President shall appoint annually three Associate Editors for a 
term of three years. 

Article X. Annual Meeting. 

The Association shall meet annually at such time and place as 
the Executive Council may select, and those present shall constitute 
a quorum. 

Article XI. By-Laws. 

By-Laws may be adopted at any annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Article XII. Amendments. 

1. The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those 
present and voting at any annual meeting; provided that written 
notice of any proposed amendment shall be sent to the Secretary- 
Treasurer by at least five members of the Association in time to 
be published in the last issue of Hispania prior to the meeting at 
which it is to be voted upon. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treasurer to cause to 
be published in Hispania all amendments thus proposed. 

By-Laws. 

1. Nominations for Office. At each annual meeting the Presi- 
dent shall appoint a committee of five, not officers of the Associa- 
tion, to present nominations for the offices to be filled at the next 
annual meeting. The nominations shall be printed in the form of 
a ballot in the last issue of Hispania previous to the annual meeting; 
and a blank space shall be provided for each office, under the name 
of the candidate nominated by the committee, upon which additional 
nominations may be made. Members who do not intend to be 
present at the annual meeting may then use these ballots to send 
their votes by mail to the Secretary-Treasurer, who shall, at the 
meeting, count these mail votes with those cast at the meeting. 
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Nominations of the first officers of the Association shall be made 
for a term of two years, and the first officers elected will, accord- 
ingly, hold office for two years. 

2. Meetings of the Executive Council. A special meeting of 
the Executive Council shall be called by the President on the written 
request of at least four members of the Council, and notice of such 
meeting shall be sent to every member two weeks in advance. 

3. Local Branches. Local branches may be organized by fifteen 
or more members of the Association in regional groups of institu- 
tions, for such purposes not inconsistent with the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the National Association as such branches may deter- 
mine. The Constitutions of such branches must be approved by 
the Executive Council of the National Association, and the mem- 
bers must all be in good standing in the parent organization. No 
dues shall be required in the local branches unless the members so 
desire, and the expenses of a local branch shall be met by the 
National Association up to an amount not to exceed fifty cents per 
member per year; provided the expense account of said branch 
has been approved by the Executive Council of the National 
Association. 



LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Dear Colleagues: 

The circular of May 21, 1917, sent to 2800 teachers of Spanish 
in the United States was received with an enthusiasm such as can 
only be expected from those who are interested in the Spanish 
language. Within a month nearly five hundred persons had en- 
rolled in the American Association of Teachers of Spanish, many 
of whom paid dues either annual or life at the time of enrollment. 
This of an gave confidence and the resources to prepare the number 
of Hispania now in your hands. The periodical should be the means 
of turning many hesitant teachers into active members of the Asso- 
ciation so that the present roll of six hundred will become a 
thousand. 



